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Richard Stankiewicz Dies;
Pioneer of ‘Junk’ Sculpture

By MICHAEL BRENSON

Richard Stankiewicz, the American
sculptor whose whimsical scrap-iron
constructions made him one of the pio-
neers of “junk art’" and assemblage,
died of cancer Sunday in Worthington,
Mass. He was 60 years old.

Mr. Stankiewicz established his repu-
tation by taking pipes, nuts, boits,
screws, clockworks and other scrap
from junkyards and welding them into
carefully ordered sculptural composi-
tions that both respected the fragmen-
tary, arbitrary character of the materi.
als and transformed them.

‘I take material that is already
degenerating, flaking and rusting, and
then try to make something beautiful of
it,”” Mr. Stankiewicz said in 1958. “It
should hit people over the head and
make them ask, ‘What is beauty?* "’

Mr. Stankiewicz’s sculptures have a |
special kind of humanity and wit
Particularly during the 1950’s, when his |
work had some of the brashness and ir-
reverence identified with the New York
School, he used incongruity and the
judicious placement of “ready-made” '
objects to call attention to some aspect |
or character trait of the human figure. |
In the sculpture ‘“The Bride,"” for exam-
Yle. the veil is made up of bedsprings.

n ‘“The Warrior,"” the spindly legs
seem unable to hold up the boiler that is
the warrior's ponderous, inflated

, armor.

Later Works More Formal

Between 1965 and 1972 Mr. Stankie-
wicz decided not to show in New York.
When he began exhibiting again in New
York, at the Zabriskie Gallery, the
humor and choice of materials were
less conspicuous in his work, and it was
easier to recognize the formal intelli.
gence and high purpose that had guided
him all along. Mr. Stankiewicz’s sculp-
tures were still made up of metal parts,
but not scraps; the humor was still

resent, but it was more discreet. The
orms were often larger, bulkier; the
compositions had an unmistakable
rigor and weight.

““I love his work,”” William Rubin, di-
rector of painting and sculpture at the
Museum of Modern Art, said. ‘‘He has
never acnieved in the popular mind the
stature | think he deserves.”

‘‘Basically I think he was somebody
who came out of David Smith,” Mr,
Rubin added. ‘“‘Despite the whimsical
character of his work, he shared with
Smith a very strong feeling for the
purely esthetic structure.””

Richard Stankiewicz was born of Pol-
ish parents in Philadelphia in 1922. In
1928, after his father died, he moved
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with his mother to Detroit, settling inan
apartment alongside a foundry dump.
Without money to buy toys, he made his
own playthings from the scraps he
came upon in the junkyard.

Began as a Painter

Before he joined the Navy in 1941 and
toured the Pacific, his work was pri-
marily in painting. While in the Aleu-
tians he carved images out of caribou
| bone; in Hawaii he made his first ab-
stract sculptures, in wood. His work
would always retain a totemic quality.

In 1947 he went to New York and stud-
ied art for the first time, with the noted
teacher and Abstract Expressionist
painter Hans Hofmann. In 1950 he went
to Paris and studied first with the
painter Fernand Léger, then with the
sculptor Ossip Zadkine. Other artists
whose influence Mr. Stankiewicz ac-
knowledged are Dubuffet, Franz Kline,
‘l’)‘:vid Smith, Giacometti and Mon-

an.

When he returned to the United
States, he began to produce the work he
is known for, taking found objects and
welding them with techniques
established in America by Smith.

Mr. Stankiewicz has had one-man
shows throughout the United States and
Europe. His work is in the collections of
the Museum of Modern Art, the Whit-
ney Museum of American Art, the Solo-
mon R. Guggenheim Museum, the
Walker Art Center in Minneapolis, the
Moderma Museet in Stockholm and the
Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris.

He is survived by two sons, Anthony
Leslie and Peter Alex; two sisters,
Florence Wagner and Jeanine
lecki, and three brothers, Edward
Stankiewicz, Theodore Stone and John
Zytell. His marriage to Patricia Doyle
ended in divorce.
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